THE  CALDEIt  INCIDENT
705
them and. bring them again to action. The national outcry wan too strong to be disregarded, nor is it probable that the Admiralty took a more* lenient view of the matter. At all events, an inquiry wan inevitable, and the authorities seem to have fflt that it wan a favor to CJaldcr to permit him to ask for the Court whieh in any easo must bo ordered. "I did not fail," wrote .Nelson to Harham, "immediately on my arrival, to deliver your message to Sir Robert Cahler ; and it will give your Lordship pleasure to find, as it ban me, that an inquiry in what tho Viee-Admiral wishes, and that ho had written to you by the Nautilus, which I detained, to say HO. Sir Kobert thinks that he can clearly prove, that it was not in his power to bring tho combined squadrons again, to battle."
Nftlnou felt a profound sympathy for the. unfortunate officer, pursued by the uwliseriminaling and ignorant fury of popular clamor, the extent and intensity of which ho had. had opportunity to reali/ti when in Knglaud. While, ho probably did not look for so tnigi*1 an issue, tlu* execution of Ilyng under a similar odium and a similar charge, although expressly cleared cif rowardieu and disaffection, wan atill fraah in the naval mind. "Sir .Robert huH an ordeal to puss through/' he wrote ('ollingwood, "whieh h« Httlo axpeate." HIM OWE opinion ii|ifin tliii                    to have undergone some modification,
tin! gmwrous outburst with which ho at first deprecated tin! prcjudgtrumi of a disappointed and frightened people; nor rould it well fail, *w» details became known to him, that 1m fdumld a Hilent tMtitsurt* upon proceedings, which con-travHN'd alike his inward professional eonvictions,' and bin <*x|w*Hml jiur|K»seH of action fora Himilar <u->nting«nny. "1 havi* l»a<l, UH you will bf?!ii»vi% a very tlistrossing Hoone with {Micir Sir Rolttrt (.'ahl*1^" hi* told Lady Ifamilton. "H© ban wrote homo to tM»g mi intjuiry, feidiiig coniident that ho can. fully justify Ititttwlf. I Nini'i»ri»ly ho|»n Im may, but — I have givi'ii him lip* ,'plvicif SIH to my dimnmt friuncl. Ho is in adversity, and if Jm i»vi'r lim Inmi my iw«myf ho now feels tho
ill" it, mil! find* ni«ou« of hin friomlH." " Sir Ilobert C*ii!ili»r»" Iw wroti* to another c«orr«8pondont, "has jitHt left us to           lim trial, which I think of a very twrioiw nature."
Mdittit! obligiul to detain him until reinforcements arrived from Kttghtnd,               (Jaldor tin willing to undergo the
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